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1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
CA,EP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
10 May 2001 (10.05.01) under No. WO 01/32902 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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-tf— =^^>7 (Bacillus circullans(FERM P-16182)K /S » ^ X • X f7 D+r 
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2 



WO 01/32902 



PCT/JPOO/02113 



A^t'UX (Saccharothrix mutabilis subsp .mutabilis) » "VrytiUM 9 7s-7 
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->X> •y-7*a7 N U7X-f :i lr1i-t>y7x, it^^JOX'J^X • ^x^f •^I'fT 
A-yijXA. ]/>hifT ♦ TJWtf H^tf^^, T^^y • U K U 
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ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
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I. Basis of the report 



□ 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 
pages 

the claims: 
pages 
pages 
pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



. as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



., filed with the letter of 



1 1 the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



. as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authoritv in the following language which is* 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
Q^j the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

O the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims. Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 [~| Tnis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70.17). 

"* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ 

restricted the claims, 
paid additional fees. 

□ 

paid additional fees under protest, 
neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

I | This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1 
l - I — 1 not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box IV. 3. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 

□ 

all parts. 

1^1 the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of: IV. 3. 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Saccharothrix, and of Claims 2 
and 3, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by a 
Saccharothrix fungus" . 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Streptoalloteichus , and of 
Claims 4 and 5, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin 
by a Streptoalloteichus fungus". 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Kibdelosporangium, and of Claims 
6 and 7, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by a 
Kibdelosporangium fungus". 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Lentzea, and of Claims 8 and 9, 
is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by a Lentzea 
fungus". 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Actinokineospora, and of Claims 
10 and 11, is. "decomposition of a polylactate resin by an 
Actinokineospora fungus" . 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Saccharomonospora, and of Claims 
12 and 13, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by a 
Saccharomonospora fungus" . 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Saccharopolyspora, and of Claims 
14 and 15, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by a 
Saccharopolyspora fungus" . 

The technical feature of the portions of Claims 1 
and 18 relating to genus Act inopolyspora , and of Claims 
16 and 17, is "decomposition of a polylactate resin by an 
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Actinopolyspora fungus" . 

The technical feature common to these claims is 
therefore "degradation of a polylactate resin by an 
actinomycete"; however, this is disclosed, for example, 
in US, ''5925556, A (28.04.98). Therefore, there is no 
technical relationship among these inventions which 
involves a special technical feature, and they are thus 
not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept . 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-3, 


18 


YES 




Claims 






NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-3, 


18 


YES 




Claims 






NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-3, 


18 


YES 




Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1-3 and 18 

The inventions set forth in Claims 1-3 and 18 are 
novel and involve an inventive step relative to all of the 
documents cited in the international search report. 

In particular, none of the documents discloses 
degradation of a polylactate resin by an actinomycete 
belonging to genus Sacchrothrix, and this feature would ^ 
not be obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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